April 24, 1952
3:00 Pells
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS:  Mr, Donsld R, Wilson, Fational Commender
Amarican legion

n'lb‘ &13.55," mmcw" PSB
Charles B, Johnson, Bxecutive Officer, PSB

SOFIES: Dr. Allen (Orig.)
Rr. Norberg /
¥r. Walter Pforsheimer, CIA
¥, Barnss '
. Johmson
PEB Piles (2)

Mr. Wilson called on Dr. Allen for the purpose of familiarizing
hingelf, so far as possible, with the mission, role and organization
of PHB and to seek advice as to how the American Leglon could be of
assistance to PSB. Ir. Allen briefed Mr. Wilscn, using the press
releaase, the "role® paper and the organiszational chart. Wr. Wilsen
stated that 1% was difficult for the legion to knmow Just how it could
be mest uselyl without havimg more informetien, which information
¥r. Wilsen g51d he realized that the Leglon could sot and should not
bave. HNe reforred to the Miami resolution of last Amgusi as being the
goneral sentiment of the Leglom even though certain “hot-heads™ in the
Legion wanted to go much further, This resolutlon supported the
greater use of peychological weapons and urged the strengthening of

. the Government's machinery in gonnection therewith., Dr. Allen stated
that he could not see at this time how the Legion could do more than
give gener:l =support, partieularly during the period lesding up to
the November elections., Mr, Wilson concurred in this view.

Nr. W:lscen said his term expires In August and that he will
undertske to brief the incoming National Commender on PSE matters and
srrange for his introduction to PSB, He aleo indicated his desire to
have his Director of Hatlonal Security {The American Legion) and the
Chairman of the National Security Committee of the Leglon in regular
eontact with the PSB staff and expressed the desire to have some
1iaison chamnal with PSB. He believes that they heve already been
cleared for sscurity by the Covernment and hs will werlfy thls faet
and inform us of thelr names.

¥, Wlgon
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Mr. Wilscn expressed curloesity as to vhat our major target areas
wors and Dr, Allen generalized with respect to this matter pointing
out the danger spots which are common knowledge.

Later Mr. Wilson and Mr. Johnsom had further conversatior in

. Mr, Jebmson's office after Dr. Allen excused himself to attend the
meeting with Mr, Max Milliken. In this conversation it was brousht
out that the American Legion is very much on the fence with respect
to the new International Veterans Qrganizatiom. AMVETS and AVC have
already affilisted, and Mr., Newcomb of AMY3TS has become secretary
of the new organization in Peris, Mr. Wilson sald that he thought
that the Legion probably coutd mot, with zood conscience, associate itself
¥ith such an organization uader ite charter and by-lawe but he was not
tos positive on this point. He sald that he had been advlsed ttat the
sageess or fallure of the nev organization might rest on Legiom
affiliation. I received the impression that the matter is being
‘setively discussed within the legion at this time. He sxpressed con-
siderable curlosity as to the source of financing of the mew organi-
sation, He sald he knew that there wae an application pending with
the Pord Poundation for a grant but there has been no open fimancing
rovealed. This matter is also disturbing the Legion.

¥r, Wiison will return to town in the middle of the week starting
April 28 and has expressed an interest in seeing other members of the
staff, At that time I will arrange introductions with Messrs., Darnes
and Norbarg.

oy

PEB1E/E10RJohnsonmed
4/ 25/52
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